
  

Missing Cards Break %

 2 Missing Cards 3 Missing Cards 4 Missing Cards

1-1 Break 52% 2-1 Break 78% 2-2 Break 40%
2-0 Break 48% 3-0 Break 22% 3-1 Break 50%

4-0 Break 10%

 5 Missing Cards 6 Missing Cards 7 Missing Cards

3-2 Break 68% 3-3 Break 36% 4-3 Break 62%
4-1 Break 28% 4-2 Break 48% 5-2 Break 30%
5-0 Break 4% 5-1 Break 15% 6-1 Break 7%

6-0 Break 1% 7-0 Break 1%

   



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
North
 Q 3

  K 7 5
 A K T 6 4 3
 8 7

West  J East   
 A K J T 8 4
 A 8
 7 2

 A Q 5
South (Declarer)

West leads  J against your Grand Slam in . How would you plan to play?

Number of Losers? → 2 in Clubs

We have two lines of play; what are chances for each?
Finesse of Clubs?
Establish Diamonds for Discarding C losers?



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
North
 A 7

  A J T 6
 9 6 5 2
 A 7 3

West  J East   
 K Q J 8 4 3 2

 7 3
 A Q
 K 5
South (Declarer)

West leads  J against your Slam in . How would you plan to play?

Number of Losers? → 1 in D and 1 in H

We have two lines of play; what are chances for each?
Finesse of Diamonds?
Establish Diamonds for Discarding D losers?



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
 K 6 3

  K 4
 A K 8 4
 J T 6 2

West  Q East   

 A 9 8 5 2
 9 5 2
 Q 5 2   

 A Q 
South (Declarer)

West leads Q against your Game in . East wins your K with Ace and 
switch . How would you plan to play?

Number of Losers? → 5 in total (1 in S, 3 in H and 1 in C)
We can ruff one H before drawing any trumps
To eliminate our C loser, we have two lines of play; chances for each?
Finesse of Clubs?
Establish Diamonds for Discarding C losers?
What if in dummy, we had:  A K J 4 ?



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
 A Q 7 6 2

  A 9 8
 6 3
 J T 4

West  5 East   
 5

 K 5 3      

 A  K 4   
 A K Q 9 8 3 
South (Declarer)

West leads a trump against your Grand Slam in Game in . 
How would you plan to play? Finesse  or Setup  ?

Number of Losers? → 2; 1 in D and 1 in H

We have two lines to play Spades to create a discard for Hearts; what 
are chances for each line?
Finesse for King of Spades and if successful, we have our discard
Establish Spades by ruffing 3 times to create a discard



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
North
 8 3

  A K 5
 A T 8 7
 A K 8 6

West  2 East    
 J 9 6
 9 6 4 2      
 K Q 2   
 Q 7 5 
South (Declarer)

West leads 2 against your 3NT and they score 4 tricks. 
What two cards would you discard from dummy? Why?

Number of Top Tricks? → 8 (2 in H, 3 in D, 3 in C), needing 1

We need the extra trick either from C or D; what are chances for each?
Clubs?
Diamonds?



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
 A Q 3

  K 7
 A K T 4
 Q 9 7 2

West  J  East

 8 4
 A Q J T 9 6 3       
 Q 8 3      

 J  
South (Declarer)

West leads J against your Small Slam in . 
How would you plan to play? 

Number of Losers? → 2; 1 in Spades and 1 in Clubs

We have two lines of play; what are chances for each?
Finesse of Spades?
Establish Diamonds for Discarding C losers?



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
 9 6

  8 2
 A J T 4
 A T 8 6 2

West  Q  East
 A K Q J 5 4    

 A K 5 3
 7 6     
 3  
South (Declarer)

West leads Q against your Small Slam in . 
How would you plan to play? 

Number of Losers? → 3; 2 in Hearts and 1 in Diamonds

We have two lines of play; what are chances for each?
Ruffing H loser twice, the second ruff with 9
Double finesse Diamonds



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
North
 A 2

  8 7 3
 8 7 6 4 2
 A Q 3

West  2  East
 K Q J T 6 5    

 A K Q 6     

 K Q     
 8  
South (Declarer)

West leads 2 against your Small Slam in . 
How would you plan to play? 

Number of Losers? → 2; 1 in Hearts and 1 in Diamonds
To eliminate H loser, we have two lines; what are chances for each?
Ruffing H loser 
Finesse of C by playing Queen



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
North
 9 7

  J 6 5 2
 Q J T 6
 K Q 4

West  K East  
 A 6    
 A K 8      
 A 9 7 3     
 A J 9 3  
South (Declarer)

West leads K against your 3NT. 
How would you plan to play? 

How Many Quick Tricks? 8 (1 in S, 2 in H, 1 in D, 4 in C)

What about ?
Finesse of  a 50% chance
Should you play  first?



  

Comparing Two Lines of Play
North
 Q 9 3

  A J 9 6
 J 7 6 2
 A 5

West  K East  
 A K J T 8 4   

 Q T 4     
 A K     

 9 3 
South (Declarer)

West leads K against your small slam in . 
How would you plan to play? 

How Many Losers? 2; 1 in H and 1 in C

 Finesse is 50%
What about ?



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 1
 Q 3 Dealer South

  K 7 5
 A K T 6 4 3
 8 7

 9 7 6  5 2
West  J T 9 6  Q 4 3 2 East  

 Q 8  J 9 5
 K J 4 3  T 9 6 2

 A K J T 8 4
 A 8
 7 2
 A Q 5

South  (Dealer)



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 2
 9 6 Dealer West

  Q 9 2
 K 8 7 4 
 J T 9 6

 K Q J 8 4 3 2  A 7
West  7 3  A J T 6 East  

 A Q  9 6 5 2
 K 5  A 7 3

 T 5
 K 8 5 4
 J T 3
 Q 8 4 2

South  



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 3
 A 9 8 5 2 Dealer North

  9 5 2
 Q 5 2 
 A Q

 T 9  Q J 7
West  A 8 7 6 3  Q J T East  

 T 3  J 9 7 6
 K 9 8 4  7 5 3

 K 6 3
 K 4
 A K 8 4
 J T 6 2

South  



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 4
 K T 9 3 Dealer East

  Q T 4
 T 9 8 7 
 6 2

 A Q 7 6 2  5
West  A 9 8  K 5 3 East  

 6 3  A K 4
 J T 4  A K Q 9 8 3

 J 8 4
 J 7 6 2
 Q J 5 2
 7 5

South  



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 5
 J 9 6 Dealer South

  9 6 4 2
 K Q 2
 Q 7 5

 A Q 7 5  K T 4 2
West  J T 7  Q 8 3 East  

 9  J 6 5 4 3
 J T 4 3 2  9

 8 3
 A K 5
 A T 8 7
 A K 8 6

South  (Dealer)



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 6
 J T 9 2 Dealer West

  5 2
 9 7 5 2 
 K 5 3

 8 4  A Q 3
West  A Q J T 9 6 3  K 7 East  

 Q 8 3  A K T 4
 J  Q 9 7 2

 K 7 6 5
 8 4
 J 6
 A T 8 6 4

South  



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 7
 A K Q J 5 4 Dealer North

  A K 5 3
 7 6 
 3

 T 7 3 2  8
West  7 6 4  Q J T 9 East  

 K 9 5 2  Q 8 3
 K J  Q 9 7 5 4

 9 6
 8 2
 A J T 4
 A T 8 6 2

South  



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 8
 8 4 Dealer East

  J 9 5 2
 A J 
 T 9 7 5 4

 A 2  K Q J T 6 5
West  8 7 3  A K Q 6 East  

 8 7 6 4 2  K Q
 A Q 3  8

 9 7 3
 T 4
 T 9 5 3
 K J 6 2

South  



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 9
 9 7 Dealer South

  J 6 5 2
 Q J T 6
 K Q 4

 K Q J 8 5  T 4 3 2
West  Q T  9 7 4 3 East  

 K 8 5  4 2
 8 6 2  T 7 5

 A 6
 A K 8
 A 9 7 3
 A J 9 3

South  (Dealer)



  

Let's Play – Comparing Two Lines of Play 

North Hand 10
 6 5 Dealer West

  8 7 2
 Q T 3 
 K Q J 8 6

 A K J T 8 4  Q 9 3
West  Q T 4  A J 9 6 East  

 A K  J 7 6 2
 9 3  A 5

 7 2
 K 5 3
 9 8 5 4
 T 7 4 2

South  


