No Trump Hands

How to bid various range of Balanced hands?

Strong NT openings:
* 15-17 points
* 18-19 points
» 20-22 points
« 23+ points

INT

Open 1X and then 2NT
2NT

2C followed by 2NT




Simple Stayman | |

After INT (15-17) opening, 2C by responder is artificial, with at i '
least one 4 card Major, usually 8+ points, Simple Stayman

2C Simple Stayman is asking opener:

Partner do you have a 4 card Major?

Opener responses to 2C Simple Stayman:

= 2H =4 cards in hearts not denying spades
= 2S =4 cards in spades denying hearts

= 2D = No 4 card major
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NT Openings with 5 card Major

= INT (15-17hcp) with partnership agreement
= 2NT (20-22hcp) with balance or semi balance hands
= 2C followed by 2NT (23+ points) GF as above

If our 2NT or 2C hands have a 5 card major and we open 1 of a
major, Partner with <6 points may pass and we miss on game.

We need a system to find a 5-3 or 5-4 as well as 4-4 fit in the
Major




Puppet Stayman

When partner opens NT and we have enough points for game,

3C Puppet Stayman is used to identify a 5-3 or 4-4 fit in majors:

- and for strong hand to be Declarer

3C Puppet Stayman by responder is asking opener:

Partner do you have a 5 card or 4 card Major?

Situations to use Puppet Stayman:
= INT (15-17hcp) opening & responder have 10+hcp
= 2NT (20-22hcp) opening & responder have 5+hcp
= 2C followed by 2NT (23+ points) GF

A Tip: | recommend using 2C Simple Stayman after 1INT opening
when responder has <10hcp & 3C Puppet Stayman with 10+
points.



Puppet Stayman

Responses to 3C Puppet Stayman:

i = 3H/3S = 5 card suit
= 3NT = No 4 or 5 card major

= 3D = no 5 card but at least one 4 card major, responder:

= Bids suit that he doesn't have
= 4C both majors with better hearts (alternatively 10+hcp)

= 4D both majors with better spades (alternatively <10hcp)

= 3NT, responder has no 5 or 4 card major




2NT opening and responses

The 2NT opening is made of a balanced or semi balanced hand (not containing a

singleton or void) with 20-22 points. It is not forcing.

a) 20hcp
aKQ7
vAQ42
¢ J4
*»AKJ7

Partner opens 2NT. What do you respond with:

a)
A9842
v76

¢+ K52
8742

f)

A Q98742
vAJS
73

*87

b) 22hcp
AaKQ2
vAKJ2
+95
*AKQ38

b)
A98742
v74

¢ K52
&742

g)
aT74

v98742
¢+ K52
742

c) 20hcp

aKQ7

vAKJ73

¢ A86
K6

c)
AaQ64
vK95
763
*J974

d) 20hcp
aK75
vAKJ73
¢ AK94
* Q

d)
AaQ643
vK952
¢ 76
*»J97

e) 21hcp
aAJ
vAT98
¢+ KQJ52
*»AQ

e)
4Q8742
vAJ5
¢73
%874



INT opening and responses

Partner opens 1NT. What do you respond with:
a) b) C)
A9842 A98742 aJ64
v76 v74 vK95
¢+ K52 ¢+ K52 o7
8742 &742 «J97643
f) g) h)
AaQ98742 AaKQ98 AaKQ938
| vAJ5 vAJ5 vKJ5
¢ 73 ¢ J3 ¢ 73
%87 %8742 %8742

|

d)
AaQ643
vK952
¢J976
& 7

AaKQ987
vAJ>5
¢73
%874

AaQ8742
vAJ5>5

¢ 73
&«~874



Let's Play - Puppet Stayman

North Hand 1

A K863 Dealer South
vQ87

¢ 94

* Q632

AaJT94 AaQ72

West v 3 vJ642 East
¢ KJT5H52 ¢ A87
*9514 «JT8

AaA5
vAKT95
¢+Q63
«sAK7
South




West

Puppet Stayman

North Hand 2

' Y Dealer West
vKT38

¢954

«JT983

AaAKQ4 AJ963

vQ32 vJ75 East
¢ KQJ 2 ¢A763

A6 *Q7

aT87
vA964
¢T38

*K542
South




Puppet Stayman

North Hand 3

A K98 Dealer North
vA86

¢ AKQ43

& KOG

A Q2 A7653

West vQ74 vKJ3 East
¢652 ¢T98
*«QT854 sAJ7

AAJTA4
vT952
o J7

*932
South




Puppet Stayman

North Hand 4
Aa873 Dealer East
vT86

¢ QJTI92

A7

A Q95 AaJT642

West vKJ94 vAQ3 East
¢ A7 ¢ K53
*J632 *KQ

A AK
v752
¢+864

£$T9854
South




Puppet Stayman

North

A A8
vAQ87
¢Q65
*QJTS

A K53
vJ43
¢+ K9
*K9642

AaQJ74
vKG65
¢J432

& A8
South

AaTO962
vT92
¢ATS87
&73

Hand 5
Dealer North




Puppet Stayman

AaKJG6
vAKT®6
¢ 54
*+KQ83

North Hand 6

y ) Dealer West
v95

¢ KQJT82

«T654

AaTO983

vJ72 East
¢ A976

 ~AJ

AAQ742
vQ843
*3

972
South




Puppet Stayman

North

A KG2
vKQ4
¢862
*J532

AAT753
vAT92
¢954
&9

A Q94
v753
¢ AKQ
&~AT64
South

Hand 7
Dealer South

aJ8

vJ86 East
¢JT73
*sKQ87




AaAJI7
West vQ3

¢AQG6

~ATS84

North

AKT542
vT7
¢J543
*QJ

A 86
vJ38642
¢ 2
«K6532
South

Puppet Stayman

A Q3
vAK95
¢ KT987
97

Hand 8
Dealer West

East




