How To Plan a Suit Contract

From start of the hand we count our possible loser in the hand
with longer trumps

- Look for Safest Way to reduce this to total required
number

Our plan to reduce our loser uses 3 main ways:
= Ruffing

= Finessing

= Discarding




How To Plan a Suit Contract

Two main advantages playing in a Suit Contract vs a NT contract:

= Ruffing defenders winning tricks

= Ruffing our losers in dummy




Let's go through this process on a sample deal:

AA75

v75

¢ AT95

*AJ64
AaQ9 AJT6
vT9864 vKQJ
¢763 ¢+ K82
%872 *«KT93

AaK8432

vA32

+QJ4

Q5

West leads v T against 4 spades

1- How many losers in south's hand: 5 (1S+2H+1D+1C)
* Nothing can be done for the spades loser
* One H loser can be ruffed in dummy (drawing trumps should only be done after)
» After drawing 2 rounds of spades, we should finesse ¢ K
* If D finesse works, we can discard club loser on D and make 11
» If D finesse fails, we still can discard a club on established D, making 10




Let's go look at another deal:

AaKJG6

v84

¢ AK74

*AQJ2
Aa953 aT2
vQT7 vJ9632
+J83 ¢T96
9743 *KT6

AaAQTS84

v AK5

¢+Q52

&85

West leads a trump against our grand slam in spades

How many losers (S? H? D? C?)
« What can we do about H loser?
 What about C loser?
* Finesse the king
 Is there any other way?
“Test a Suit’” means to play a few rounds to discover how the defenders' card lie
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A good declarer will not finesse before exhausting
all the other possibilities

AG2

vAJS5

¢AT74

»T742
AKT93 AJ75
v874 v6
+J983 ¢ KQ65
*J3 *AKQ96

AaAQ84

vKQT932

¢ 2

&85

You are in H game after East opens 1C. West leads Jack of Clubs and continues
with 3 of Clubs, East wins with Q and plays the ace. Your plan?

1- How many losers 5 (S? H? D? C?)
2- Do you draw trumps first?
3- How do you go to dummy to take spades finesse?




Let's plan to play some Suit contracts

AaQJ3
v83
¢AQ64
*AT74

AAKT742
vAT54

¢+ K2

&3

West leads & K against your 6S contract. Plan the play.

How many losers? 3 in hearts only. How can we reduce it to 1?
* Ruff1
» Discard 1 on D winner
Draw 1 round of trumps to start with
You can't draw two rounds of trumps. Why?




Let's plan to play some Suit contracts

aA3
vT62
¢T9643
*QJ7

AKQJT64
vA73
¢+ AQ
& K2

West leads v K against your 4S contract. Plan the play.

How many losers? 4 (S? H? D? C?) how can we reduce it to 3?
« Can you draw trumps first?
 Would you finesse D?
« How can you use clubs?

You should consider entries in dummy




Let's plan to play some Suit contracts

AaK3
v985
¢ AK762
~863

AAQJT62
v void
+853
SsAKJT

West leads v Q against your 6S contract. Plan the play.

How many losers? 2 (S? H? D? C?) how can we reduce it to 1?
« Can you do anything about D loser?
 Would you finesse C?
 Is there another way?

If you want to take unnecessary risk, perhaps you should be playing poker!!




How To Plan a Suit Contract

North Hand 1
AAGS Dealer South
vJ743
¢ J4
*«T863

A 84 A972

v AKS5 vQT82

¢QTG65 ¢873

*J954 *KQ2
AaKQJT3
v96
¢ AK92

& A7




How To Plan a Suit Contract

aA2
vQJT4
¢T74
*J972

East Hand 2
AaTO984 Dealer West
vKG63
¢+ QJ38
*QT4

a K5

v975

9652

~A863
AaQJ763
vA82
¢ AK3

K5




How To Plan a Suit Contract

South Hand 3
A A87 Dealer North
vT53
¢ AKJS8
*sQT7

AaQT2 A95

vKQJG6 v872

9752 ¢T43

%86 *J9532
AaKJ643
vA94
¢+ Q6

*AK4




How To Plan a Suit Contract

West Hand 4
AaATA43 Dealer East
vKQJT®6
¢J5
& Ab

AD a9

vA9742 v853

¢ K83 9762

*JT93 *KQ842
AKQJ8762
' .....
¢AQT4
75




How To Plan a Suit Contract

North Hand 5
aKJ2 Dealer South
v764
¢AG3
*cAJT7
A 85 A763
vAQ2 vKT95
¢JT95 ¢ Q72
%9542 Q83
AAQT94
vJ83
¢ K84

* K6




How To Plan a Suit Contract

A K9

vJ964
¢ K862
*KQJ

East Hand 6
A A862 Dealer East
vA873
 —
«A9743
AaQT3
vKT52
¢JT954
T
AJ754
v Q
¢AQ73

%8652




How To Plan a Suit Contract

South Hand 7
AKTS5 Dealer North
vKQ862
¢ A5
*«sAKA4
A Q983 A642
v7 vi
¢ QJT2 ¢ K8763
*Q973 *«T862
AaAJ7
vAJT953
¢ 914

*J5




